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TREES ON PUBLIC LAND — PROTECTION 
Petition 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [4.07 pm]: I present a petition containing 954 signatures and 
couched in the following terms — 

To the President and Members of the Legislative Council of the Parliament of Western Australia in 
Parliament assembled. 

We the undersigned residents of Western Australia are opposed to the lack of protection for mature 
trees on public land, the removal of street trees, the clearing of urban bushland and the use on public 
land of toxic herbicides and pesticides. There is national and international evidence that the effects of 
these activities are detrimental to the health of the natural environment and the community. 

Your petitioners therefore respectfully request the Legislative Council to support the urgent 
introduction of legislation to ensure that state and local authorities protect the community’s health and 
environment, and to support the guiding principle that the Ministers for Environment, Planning and 
Infrastructure, Local Government and Health exercise their full legislative powers to: 

a. Stop the clearing of urban bushland, the removal of mature trees from public land in urban 
areas, and the granting of approvals for developments that necessitate the destruction of these 
public assets. 

b. Provide a Model Tree Policy to protect and preserve public native and non-native trees in 
urban areas. 

c. Stop the sale and availability to the general public of all synthetic chemical herbicides and 
pesticides because of their globally recognized serious risks to our health and environment, 
and stop the use of these herbicides and pesticides, by both private residents and contractors, 
on areas such as footpaths, verges, medians, drainage sumps, parkland, playing fields, play-
grounds and bushland. 

And your petitioners as in duty bound will ever pray.  

[See paper 283.] 
 


